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Meghna
Ghat Punr:

The president of
India’s leading
film school is
empowering a
hew generation
of filmmakers

ART WITH HEART TRAVEL & FOOD
Adittee Garg, Sahaya Dine out inVYancouver,
Sharma and Raohini breakfast in Kerala,
Devasher blaze a trail lunch in Bengalury

WAR EXPERIENCE

Author Taran N Khan an
travelling alone by foot
through wartorn Kabul
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CHARTING

A NEW

COURSE

Daughter of a legendary

filmmakey, Meghna Ghal Purt
iv spearheading fadia’s iap fiim

school Whistling Woads

By Maya Lalchandani

legend can ba daunting, but
IMeghnag Ghai Puri has worn
her mantle with dignity and re-

F ollowing in the footsteps of a

E5he

sponsibility. Daughter of Bollywood

diractor, producer and saesnwriter

Subhash Ghai, Maghna has chartad

her own path az 2 change catalyst,
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bringing togather her immerzion in
the world of filtns with her pasion
for skilling and aducation.
Thepresident of Whistling Woods
International (WD, ranbked a
one of the top 10 film schools in
the world by Hollywo od Eeporter,
Ileghna has changed the way the
incdustry worles, by producing adu-

A
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waz two years old when the Hindi
blockbuster Eara was relaaszed and
her fathas company bdulta Ares
waz formed “When [ was grow-
ing up, the type of houriss I can
aftord to irapart to my two diildren
today were just not availabla” the
41-year-old mother of two recalls.
Ehe was schoolad “just down the

Meghnawith @nents Mukizand Subhas hGhai, hisband Rahul, s ster Musk=an, and kids Aanyaand Ranwesr

catad trainad talant to take over the
next genaration of filmmaling.
TV I began az her fathers drearmn,
but it took Meghna many years of
hard work to lead it to its formi-
dable position. Az a little girl, she
had a protecad rmddle-class child-
hood, far from meadia franey and the
glarnour of todays Bollywood. She
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road at a corrvent,” she sriles, add-
ing that people lookad down on the
filtn industry in those daye, and she
would only talle about movies to the
peons and watchmen in her achool,
sharing fres tickets with them

Az her fathers name and fame
grewy, she completad her schooling
and want to study business at Kings

@She.in
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Collage in London where she met
her husband Pahul When she re-
turned, har fathear insistad she talea
ovar the helre of his dream film-
zchool projact. “They
wanted me to be au-
per-independant ba-
fora I tiad the knot”
she zaye Hesitantly, in
2001, she donned the
roatrtl e at WL, afraid
that it roay just end up
az the pipadraam of 2
filrrmalzer. Tha coupla

“THE YOUNGER
GEMERATION
DON'T NEED MORE
INFORMATION;
WHAT THEY NEED
1S MENTORSHIP"

Meghnawith her huzband Rahul Puri; bath Bunched and run Whistling Waads Internatianal ogethar

Artz, which had already been run-
ning for 30 years with all the old
tirnere, [ would not have bean abla
to add much walue” Launched in
2006 a2 a zchool Tun
by the industry for the
industry, WWI plac-
== a high emphasis
on tachmical skilling.
Built over 150,000 zq
et on five and half
acrae  in Ddumbai:
Filmn City, it started
out with 82 students

got married in 2002,

In rettospect, Ddeghna  saws,
TR weas the beet thing that hap-
pened to me at the tme, bacauss if

[T had corne back and joinad Ddulsra
@She

and now boasts of ovar

1100 and iz considerad Azia’s largest

filtn, T, anitnation and media arts
Irstitute

“When anyone in the industry

JAM AR 2020

COVER STORY|23

Meg hna recs tving the Ecanamic Times Award far he reantributianz 1 the fields of filmandc reative arts

sees W1 mentioned on the re-
surne of an entrant or job applicant,
they immadiataly sign up that stu-
dent bacauze they lknow the bads-
ground that he or she comes from,”
Ideghia says with pride The =
posurs lds get at I iz unparal-
laled, as teachers and facilitators are
oftan brought in from abroad WET
offers programmes betwesn one to
four years in duration and, though it
iz not a University itz df, it has part-
nered with the Tata Institute of the
Sdences to ratify all itz courses with
BSc, BA and BBA degress, and ad-
vaticad and post-graduate diplornas,

“The youngsr generation iz very
diffienlt to impres, sinee avery-
thing iz available on Google” zays

JONUASRY 2060

Ilaghtia. “They redly don’t need
more information; what they nesd
iz mentorship. They need guidanes
more than facts” Az the head of ac-
ademice at WWI and the MD of
Dludets Arts, Fahul has played an
equally important rols in build-
ing the film school, and the coupls
have together written every hand-
book and rulebook neaded for the
courses, “We have pronounced roles
and have built strong teams around
uz, ampowering tham to do what
they do best,” avers Il aghta, who iz
the recipiant of various awards 4z 4
wwornan achisvar,

It haz not bean smooth zaling,
I thair saventh wear of operations,

they were rocked with a laweuit
©She.in
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L'R: Maghna(hai Puriwith harchildmn fan¥aand Ranvesr; with her filmma kar father, Subha=h Ghai

from the Indian government, and
faced a shutdowen. This waz 2 tough
tima for them, but they didn' give
up. Instead, BRI diversified into
madia and cormrminicaton, fashion,
muzic, design, animation and o on.
Ludsily, they got a stay ordar and
ramnainad functional, though things
arz #till baing workad out,

“Tha whole idaa behind an adu-
cational syetarn il WL 1z to give
back to the industry and alzo in 2
way to socisty We have studants
from all kinde of backgrounds and
we cater to all without dizerimmina-
tion. Ve are not subsidized, and yet

we offer a lot of scholarshipe as I
baliave one showld never restrict a

smadants aducation bacause of lack

8he

of monay,” zayz Maghna, who also

supports strast kids” education with
scholarshipe through MNGG: like

Salaam Balal Trust andVidhya,
Apractizng Buddhist, she belisvas
that all W1 amplovess should be

abla to rmaintain a2 work-lifs bal-
atice, and staffers” children are el -

come o carnpus. Working parants
have to be hands-on,” she sawe.
Todaw, IMaghna sncouragse har
haads of departiment to mualke thair
owtl decisions, while ramaining
thair zounding board and managing
darmage control “T don't think one
carl aver get eperpifing right bur the

keay iz to pour yvour heart into what-
svar you are involvad in,.” saws the

changs-ralker. W
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