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Rahul Puri
One of the main aims at Whistling Woods International 
has been to ensure that our students receive a truly 
internationalised education, which we believe, means 
to open students up to new creative possibilities by 
looking at different forms of creativity around the 
world. It has led to some wonderful partnerships for 
the school and students and the Erasmus+ grant 
received by the School of Animation for a Jean Monet 
programme, has certainly been one such module 
for our students and faculty. By allowing funding for 
capacity building, the Erasmus+ grant has given the school the chance to explore 
European Folk Art and thereby opening students to another form of story-telling so 
crucial to their development as animator’s and narrators.

Animation as a discipline relies on story-telling, cultural traditions and visual 
aesthetics. These emerge from folk traditions and are often rooted in where we are 
from. Thus the idea of juxtaposing Indian folk art with European traditions of the 
same allowed the next generation of animators and media creators the chance to 
evolve something innovative and novel as an art style and I was thrilled to see it 
come to pass. Walking through the gallery of the students work and talking to them 
about their choices, I saw the passion and interest they had found in researching 
the European art form they had picked, understanding the history of the tradition 
and then, using their own unique story-telling style and aesthetic, blending them 
together into something new and visual fascinating. I was really pleased with the 
outcome of the module and hope that the students will embrace this learning in the 
other projects that they do at WWI and in their professional careers.

In addition, the emphasis that both regions have on sustainability and ethics in folk-
art, merges well with the Erasmus+ programme and allows students to become 
aware of a major challenge which needs to be dealt with in the coming years. The 
demonstration of shared outcomes and values will further enhance our students 
ability to work within the global media industry with aligned practices and a deeper 
understanding of cross cultural issues and art styles. Given the deep historical and 
artistic connections between India and Europe, the two regions are natural partners 
in fostering cultural and academic exchange. Strengthening these ties through 
initiatives like this module not only encourages creative education but also helps 
students engage with a broader, global storytelling tradition while staying rooted in 
their own cultural heritage.

I would like to congratulate the School of Animation and the faculty involved with 
this initiative. They have meticulously planned the proposal and have executed it 
expertly to benefit their school, Whistling Woods and of course, most importantly, 
the students involved with the project. My special thanks and congratulations to 
Vivek, Simran and of course Tejasvini, who helped so much 
in putting the proposal for the grant together. This has 
indeed been a wonderful initiative and I look forward to 
many more from the School of Animation and Whistling 
Woods International.



Vivek Nag
Folk culture has always been a subject close to my 
heart. As both an academic and an ethnography 
enthusiast, I find immense joy in teaching students 
about the rich and often underappreciated cultural 
traditions of India and other parts of the world.

European folk culture, in particular, is a vast and 
intricate tapestry of myths, practices, artistic 
expressions, and identities. Exploring its depth is not 
only an honor but also a privilege, and sharing this 
knowledge with students makes the experience even
more fulfilling.

The Erasmus+ grant has provided a valuable opportunity 
to foster global interconnectedness, bridging cultural 
gaps through education and shared influences. I eagerly 
look forward to teaching more students about the rich folk 
traditions of Europe and exploring the connections and 
contrasts between European and Indian cultures.

Simran Tapadia
Indian folk art has always been a driving force in 
my journey as an artist, student, and now as a 
professor at Whistling Woods International. Studying 
and exploring our culture through art has been a 
profoundly rewarding experience, allowing us to 
connect with our roots, heritage, and history in a 
meaningful way.

Receiving the Erasmus+ grant provided me, as a 
faculty member, with the incredible opportunity to 
delve deeper into European folk arts and culture. Learning about diverse artistic 
traditions and exposing students to different cultural perspectives enriches our 
creative practice, broadens our understanding, and inspires new 
approaches in our work.

This book is a culmination of that learning and exploration. I am 
incredibly grateful that our students had the opportunity to engage 
with various European folk art traditions and channel their newfound 
knowledge into these heartfelt comic books, inspired by the timeless 
tales of the Brothers Grimm.
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MASTER MAID
Retold by Joseph Jacobs in his book Europa’s Fairy Book

TEAM MEMBERS

Har sh  Chougu l e

Ivan  Pe r i r h

V i r e nd ra  Dasa

Ad i t ya  Kadam

Sibam Kundu

Sh r e ya sh  Pa t i l
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UNSEEN BRIDEGROOM
Retold by Joseph Jacobs in his book Europa’s Fairy Book

TEAM MEMBERS

Ra jva rdhans i ngh  Pard e s i

Sa ra  Choudha ry

I shan i  Pawar

Par t h  Gawad e

Pr e k shaa  Mans i nghka

Ma l ha r  Nhavka r

Aryan  Ja i n





























SCISSORS
Retold by Joseph Jacobs in his book Europa’s Fairy Book

TEAM MEMBERS

Ak i ra  Shah

Sa r i ka  Pargh i

Kama lakan t  Ku l ka rn i

Ad i t ya  Va i dya

S ian  Ba rn e s

Pr i yanka  Sonawa l e





























LANGUAGE OF ANIMALS!
Retold by Joseph Jacobs in his book Europa’s Fairy Book

TEAM MEMBERS

Aash i t a  Juv e ka r

N i t ya  Ag rawa l

Ayush i  Ma j i

Su rabh i  Sax ena

Za inab  Ssu ra twa l a

Sa ch i  J o sh i





























THUMBKIN
Retold by Joseph Jacobs in his book Europa’s Fairy Book

TEAM MEMBERS

An ja l i  Pa t e l

Dhanu j  Kumar

S i ya  D edh i a

Ramaa  Man i

Amr i t a  B e ra

Yash  Aga rwa l



























Erasmus+Jean Monnet Actions Program
The Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Actions program plays a crucial 
role in advancing knowledge and awareness of the European 
Union (EU) by integrating EU studies into higher education 
curricula worldwide. Through Modules, Chairs, and Centers 
of Excellence, this initiative provides numerous benefits to 

students, educators, and academic institutions.

One of the key benefits of Jean Monnet Modules is their flexibility 
and accessibility. These short teaching programs allow 
universities to introduce EU-related subjects in a way that 
aligns with their existing curricula. By offering multidisciplinary 
perspectives, the Modules ensure that students from diverse 
academic backgrounds—such as law, political science, 
economics, and international relations—gain valuable insights 

into EU policies, governance, and global influence.

Universities benefit from the Jean Monnet Actions by enhancing 
their academic reputation and international collaboration. 
The establishment of Centers of Excellence fosters research 
synergies, supports interdisciplinary studies, and strengthens 
institutional ties with universities worldwide. Additionally, 
by encouraging transnational activities, the program helps 
institutions build connections with policy-makers, think tanks, 
and international organizations, ensuring that research 

findings contribute to real-world decision-making.

Beyond academia, the program strengthens EU-global 
relations by promoting awareness and informed discussions on 
European integration, governance, and policies. By equipping 
students with specialized knowledge and analytical skills, Jean 
Monnet Actions contribute to career development in diplomacy, 

international organizations, and public administration.






