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One of the main aims at Whistling Woods International
has been to ensure that our students receive a truly
internationalised education, which we believe, means
to open students up to new creative possibilities by
looking at different forms of creativity around the
world. It has led to some wonderful partnerships for
the school and students and the Erasmus+ grant
received by the School of Animation for a Jean Monet
programme, has certainly been one such module
for our students and faculty. By allowing funding for
capacity building, the Erasmus+ grant has given the school the chance to explore
European Folk Art and thereby opening students to another form of story-telling so
crucial to their development as animator’s and narrators.

Animation as a discipline relies on story-telling, cultural traditions and visual
aesthetics. These emerge from folk traditions and are often rooted in where we are
from. Thus the idea of juxtaposing Indian folk art with European traditions of the
same allowed the next generation of animators and media creators the chance to
evolve something innovative and novel as an art style and | was thrilled to see it
come to pass. Walking through the gallery of the students work and talking to them
about their choices, | saw the passion and interest they had found in researching
the European art form they had picked, understanding the history of the tradition
and then, using their own unique story-telling style and aesthetic, blending them
together into something new and visual fascinating. | was really pleased with the
outcome of the module and hope that the students will embrace this learning in the
other projects that they do at WWI and in their professional careers.

In addition, the emphasis that both regions have on sustainability and ethics in folk-
art, merges well with the Erasmus+ programme and allows students to become
aware of a major challenge which needs to be dealt with in the coming years. The
demonstration of shared outcomes and values will further enhance our students
ability to work within the global media industry with aligned practices and a deeper
understanding of cross cultural issues and art styles. Given the deep historical and
artistic connections between India and Europe, the two regions are natural partners
in fostering cultural and academic exchange. Strengthening these ties through
initiatives like this module not only encourages creative education but also helps
students engage with a broader, global storytelling tradition while staying rooted in
their own cultural heritage.

| would like to congratulate the School of Animation and the faculty involved with
this initiative. They have meticulously planned the proposal and have executed it
expertly to benefit their school, Whistling Woods and of course, most importantly,
the students involved with the project. My special thanks and congratulations to
Vivek, Simran and of course Tejasvini, who helped so much

in putting the proposal for the grant together. This has V.
indeed been a wonderful initiative and | look forward to

many more from the School of Animation and Whistling

Woods International.




Vivek Nag

Folk culture has always been a subject close to my
heart. As both an academic and an ethnography
enthusiast, | find immense joy in teaching students
about the rich and often underappreciated cultural
traditions of India and other parts of the world.

European folk culture, in particular, is a vast and
intricate tapestry of myths, practices, artistic
expressions, and identities. Exploring its depth is not
only an honor but also a privilege, and sharing this
knowledge with students makes the experience even
more fulfilling.

The Erasmus+ grant has provided a valuable opportunity
to foster global interconnectedness, bridging cultural
gaps through education and shared influences. | eagerly
look forward to teaching more students about the rich folk
traditions of Europe and exploring the connections and
contrasts between European and Indian cultures.

Sunran Capadia

Indian folk art has always been a driving force in
my journey as an artist, student, and now as a
professor at Whistling Woods International. Studying
and exploring our culture through art has been a
profoundly rewarding experience, allowing us to
connect with our roots, heritage, and history in a
meaningful way.

Receiving the Erasmus+ grant provided me, as a
faculty member, with the incredible opportunity to
delve deeper into European folk arts and culture. Learning about diverse artistic
traditions and exposing students to different cultural perspectives enriches our
creative practice, broadens our understanding, and inspires new

approaches in our work.

This book is a culmination of that learning and exploration. | am
incredibly grateful that our students had the opportunity to engage ah
. 2 e g / &
with various European folk art traditions and channel their newfound /"
knowledge into these heartfelt comic books, inspired by the timeless
tales of the Brothers Grimm.
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MASTER MAID

Retold by Josepb Jacobs in his book €uropa’s fairy Book

CEAM MEMBERS
Ivan Perirb

Virendra Dasa

Hditya Kadam
Slbam Kul‘ldu
Serey ashelatt
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A king once bost s way mea forest,
with no end m sight.
A giant came From the trees mio fight,
And olfered help for a sample fee,

"Give me the first 1o holds you home,”
The king agrecd, with plans of his own,
Thinking of his hound, Bevis, Brave amd troe,
Wonld be the cme he'd bid for the Broute,

But e had other plans, as the king el dread
It was not the Beviz who mn abend,
As he reached the zate with bas grace,
ITis o, Ponee Edear rushed o his embrace.

The Gant Erew and ciome for the poce,
Bast the sunlty kg tred to spin hun hes,

A herd boy [irst, then a shepherd dressed fing,
Yeu the giant was Fooled [or only a tine,
At last, the prince was given away,
T the miants castle, b away,

In the mant's care, tasks were sel,
Ta clean the siable an casy bet
Bt o muaster maid Far by the well did: wiat,
With magic words to change his Fate,

Shie told him how iy clear the straw,
To wield the fork with the nght b,
And when trees had to be Fell by a glass axe,
Again, her magie saved the day.

The hinal task, hardest yet,
To chimb o tree with &= 1o get,
The measter mapd, with a zae Farewell,
Had Edgar vz her bones for a spell.

With ber bones, he buili a ladder wll,
He got the cggs wthout a fall,
And saved her hie with a mage call.
Bt o fivger was lost, her hand leh bare,
Yet sull, she stood, 5o wise and fair.

The giant knew she'd helped onee more,
And planned o wedding 1o settle the score,
Bat they had whispers of their own,

A plan bor run, and escape o the mght
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beware of kisses, my
love,

No lips bue mine shall 8
touch your face,
Or my memory, time 440 4

will erase .,
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or my memory, R Y3
time will i




A mother's longing kiss, and all of the
maid's memories lost tn the mist
A wedding was planned wath cheer,
for u primcess, fair and dear.
but by the road, 1n a humble adobe,
!]:I':' HnEasici :IJI-]:IIJ. ﬁ-lil‘i.l'.l- JIJJ ‘htl]\. lll‘l-E-."h-
The princess saw the garmient [,

And asked, what price for this pown so Fine?®
A might o vour bridegroom’s clinmmber, sawd she,
For that is the pree, and none less for me”
Thowgh troubled ot firse, the privcess agreed,
Bui slipped a potion of sleep with wine.
The master maid entered with o quiet plea,
1 cleaned the byre; 4 swung the ree,
vel stell yon do not speak to e,

But edgar slept, and morming came,

Apd the master maid left, her beart aflame.
The next day came,

Agaiu, the bargain, again the nighr,

The master maid stood. heér heart like stone.
Doce move the price. once more the deal,
But edgar could now sense and Feel.

He thresw the cup, refused the wine,

And walted for his love, so divine.

I grew the [orest [or thee,

I made the slass mount Lor thes,

For thee a stream Flowed from my maoic [lask,
And vet thon'lt not wake and speak to me.”
Thts fimie he woake, and saw her face,
His lost love, his saving grace.

The princess left, returmed alone,
While I.'I:L'.;_-IJ clatimed the mald, his own.
Tozether they lived m love's bright oleam,
Fulfilled at Last their sweetest dream.
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UNSEEN BRIDEGROOM

Retold by Josepb Jacobs in his book €uropa’s fairy Book

CeAM MGMBGRS
Rajvardbansingb Pardesi
Sara Choudhary
Ishani Pawar
Parth Gawade
Prekshaa Mansingbka
Malbar NbhavRkar
Hryan Jain
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PROLOGIIE

Once upon a time, in a kingdom where three princesses lived, the youngest
was known for her unmatched heauty. She found a lone rose one peaceful
afternoon while exploring the royal garden. She picked it, mesmerized by its

grace, and a secret doorway appeared hefore her with a swift rush of wind.
Enticed by curiosity, she entered.

There was a magical realm beyond with a magnificent castle that lookied to be
alive with magic. There were feasts and treasures everywhere throughout the
palace. The prince living here was immediately captivaied by her heauty and,
in a fit of passion, proposedmarriage. She accepted, but there were conditions:
she must never leave the castle, never see her family again, and, most
mysterious of all, she must never look upon his face.

She snealied into his room one fatal night with a candle in hand. The light
flickered across his face, revealing a heing—so beautiful it took her breath

away. But before she could take in more, a drop of wax fell on his skin, waking

him up. In a voice heavy with sorrow, the prince cried out that she was not (]
meant to see him, for his mother—an all-powerful enchaniress—would never
approve. As his words faded, the world around her plunged into darliness.

/\/\
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Thou hast married my nephew,
my sister’s son. And 1 fear she’ll

never forgive thee.
| = e

%
=)

KL

\
Go to her and demand thy Husaband.
/ And she will have to give him up to thee.

2, ( Talie this twig; If she
/\// > asks what I think she D\

. N will ash, strikie it on the §
(\/\, / ground thrice and help

Go to my other sister’s

and she shall give thya ,,""6
raven’s feather. {(lave it ) $ )
AA}  thrice and thou will N\
A || \
< N\
71 Then make your way to
“ ( ~ the Queen P
| =1 N

\




({hat, thou low horn mortal!l | T |
How didst thou dare to wed my son

Tt was his choice and T am now his wife.
Surely you will let me see him once more

(Clell, 3f thou canst do what =
1 demand of thee thou shalt [E———
see my sonagain.
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And first go in that harn where my
stupid stewards have poured together
all the wheat and oats and rice into one

C > = ‘2’5 " great heap. If by nightfall thou canst

= seperate them into three heaps perhaps
1 may grant thy wish
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Thou hast help!
{{e’ll see tomorrow morning if
thou canst do something by thyself
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See these mattresses; by the end of
the day thou must fill four of them
wuth swans’ feathers

T

I e ————
| J

Four of them with eider-down and
the rest with the feathers of geese “HH
‘Do that and then'
we will see "'-ﬂ
W [
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= tcarryout
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[ l%/ Take these to my sister, the

( 4
7 % Queen of the Nether-{(lorld, and

=5
D

1=5 lor
é bring hach what she will give you
/

——

How cani find
your sister?
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1
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That thou must
find for thyself

VW=

Takie with thee a copper coin & a loaf of

bread and go down that deep defile there
till thou comest to a deep river & there

thou wilt see an old man ferrying people

across the river. Put the coin hetween

! your teethe & let him take it from you.
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Thou wilt come to a dark % /
cave, § at the entrance is |
a savage doge; give him ‘

=W I Jine toaf of bread § he will{ & =
let thee pass & thou wilt {4/,

soon come to the Queen \\:\ l‘,
of the Nether-{{lorld
Y1 1 (iir_ '

@

Take this, T praye thee, fo

my sister; but beware lest

thou open it onw the way
or ill may hefall you




NN

N

1 T
) I
g
I '1";-
\‘ é;.:: &--.
X }hK\ N
S e
~
\\ S \\\
N
\\ \
\
SN .
\

® [ ]
6 o0 o 0 * =

See what thy curiosity has ]
again hrought upon thee; thou
canst not bring hach the hox to

my mother just as my aunt

the Queen of the
Nether-{{lorld has given it to
you, and so we shall not see
one another again




Sce lhat golden bough

on yonder tree; pluch il
and strike the ground
three limes wilh il and
see what thou wilt see
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The Unseen Bridegroom,

is a folk story about a princess, Anima,

who goes through trials and tribulations for her love.
Through Anima’s journey we learn multiple moral lessons:

A recurring theme throughout the story is

her heing forced to face the consequences of her inquisitiveness.

This tendencyof her also leads to her breakingthe Prince’s trust.

(Uhich consequentially leads to disarray, as seen when Anima hreakis her
promise and takies a looki at the Prince’s face. This highlights the
importance of ieeping promises. Howeuver, Anima's efforts to reconcile and
the Prince’s forgiveness show that trust can be rebuilt.

Furthermore, Anima’s determination to complete the tasks given by the
Queen, to restore their hond, despite the challenges, illustrates the value of
persistence and courage.

Use of lithuanian folk art motifs and symbols have been made throughout
the comic to emulate the lithuanian folk art & sculpture style. INotifs such

/ as crosses and patterns seen in the page borders.
Additionally, the boldness of the lineart, stark contrast between shades,

textures given to surfaces and the use of an achromatic paletie are all

aspects that have heen directly taken
from Lithuanian art, to realise an authentic recreation of the style.

To achieve this a thorough study of the art style was conducted.
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SCISSORS

Retold by Josepb Jacobs in his book €uropa’s fairy Book

CEHAM MEMBERS

Hkira Sbab
Sarika Parghi
Ramalakant Rulkarni
Hditya Vaidya
Sian Barnes

Priyanka Sonawale
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Once upon a time, though it war not in
Jour.s, mine nor o yelre'ritime, there lived..

whatever tom did

Joan did the opporsite

whatever tom thought Joan
thought contrary wire
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I 4 WITH
I WILL THROW YOU ey JEIIJéf_EF

INTO THE RIVER!

BT wins WITH THE
JCIX TORSE
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CANGUAGE Of ANIMALS!

Retold by Joseph Jacobs in bis book Europa’s fairy Book

CEAM MEMBERS

Hasbhita Juvekar

Nitya Hgrawal
Hyushi Maji
Surabbi Saxena
Zainab Ssuratwala
Sacht Josbhi
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= Jrologue =

T his story is anhout o hoy named Jock Whose
father was rather hackward in thought. De
sent jnck away to school for a year just to have
him refurn having learnt nothing except What
dogs meant When they hatrked, his father rather
unimpressed sent him hock to school only for
him to return a second time having learnt What
frogs meant when they crooked, his father still
dissatisfied sent him to school a third time this
time jack came hack only habing learned what
hirds meant When they twittered, chirped,
totved, cooed, gobbled and clucked. Jack's
father Was unimpressed With What jack hod
learnt ober a span of three years and to test his
knowledae he asked jack What the hird sitting
on the tree ahobe them was saying. Jack
hesitated and his father told him to feel free to
say Wwhat the hird hoad said, Jack replied saying
that the bird hod said that the doy Was not far
oluny when jack’s father Would hend on his
knees and offer him water to Wwash his hands
and that his mother would offer him a tolwel to
wipe them With. T he father Was so furious, his
lobe for jack had turned into hotred.




" 1 will gile you
Lot of money if you kill 5%

mhtr

me dend 7! g

You don’t need (o
worry, T will Rill o deer

Thot's suth o and toke its heart

gruesome thing to do to gour 8
oln flesh and hlood !

T'm sure gou mus!
he feeling extremely shocked
and hetrayed, but it is best
for yodn ta run akuot]




Your JMajesty!
there will be
on attack on

ot costle
tonight!!!!

7 And how would ¥
= I\ you know that?

35
“'}!-__-r.” T’h!

i .I'E dogs seemed to)®
.&i L




WWhateler the kid soid
sounds dicwloes hot we
ghould =till he coreful!

"_l.'ji-_':
friw guards =g o

b upfront ! ..."l
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There! T ahe this!
Thiz is o small reward for
gour heroic deed!

Jack, you hole
really sabed miy
Ringdom from

1 heard ypou warn

the king hork there.
1 was really imressed by
how gou could sobe the costle
ond ol its peaple! Can T jsin
1[0l 05 0 Tompanion in
gour endeatiours?

greatful, Yonr
Tajesty !

good use of
this retward!

1 tennot see why not. or i i
Tt would be my Lk :
hanour!!

And then one day
they reathed o kingdom...

As time pussed, Jack and his companion
trabelled maniy place s together...

T nfortunately,
the princess

is seberdy il
The Tord has
declared that a
qreat reward will F
tie offered to the
persan Wwho cures
the princess

Oh dear! Tyok g

. -JEE-E'P' unfortunate!
I

Y e 2
fricay

% 1hknolw! N |

T wish we \‘
contld help her—
will

Tts ahout your
daughter!!



She has dropped
the holy wafer from her mouth
and it has heen swallowed
fay ome of the frogs
in the muoat,
f ‘nﬂﬂ' i
l  fou knolw
that!?

T heard the
frogs sou so .

1 refiise to heliue
kit he oS, bt in Y
order (o sabe mitf donther's

life, T will hate to .
helive hum.

Wwos bonsting aheti
what he hod

L] LA -

i uduughtr
; nwake!l " Giue that ey
w o hondsome relward for

snbing my danghter!!

k\.ils tpour wish T lovd..




T he theee of them trobelled towards
Boome where duelt the Pope, the
head of all Christendom.

T heard what

oo Soid and did O Ansolutely!
N Come along,

ot the castle helore,
T would lobe to

W'l would hobe
thought that one of us

enlighten us!

| T e bird abote
in that tree soid so...

Whateber he soid ahout
the harking of dogs
and croaking of (rogs hod
turned out fo be frue!

: Of all the people thot pass under
Fine then... the arch, he, upon Whose shoulders

Tet us ga to Rome, the dobes alight and for whom the bell

b shall ring Would be the next Pape.

successor shall
he anfounced,







Juck was mode Pape of oll Christendom
ond was named Vape Syluester

Aftet o while the new Pape
went upon his irauels

There will
be n roigal
bonguet held in

the honeur of T he bath of
gou are personally
inbited as per the
Pope's request.

Jork's parenls acribed
il dfar bongart.




Giue them the

. - basin of water and : =
fhe Dol |
- .;'p-: Y
-." - e
il b L §
o N 7 EEEa™ | i
" I |'I.:- "F .
. H -

Thuh?! “What
nre fou folking
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after all




= F pilogue =

T here Wwas o great hanguet held in foln
to honour the new Pope. Jack's
parents Wwere also invited as per his
request. "When they arrived, the Pope
ordered his serbants to gibe his father a
basin and his mother a towel, implying
that they Will Wwash his hands ofter the
meal. In olden times, being able to Wash
the Pope’s hands was considered to he
the greatest honour. Bis court
Wwondered Why Jack's parents were
given such an honourable task. After
dinner they Washed his hands and Jack
asked if they remembered Wwho he Was.
De then reminded his parents ahout
Wwhat the hird had said. Jack then
forgabe his parents and took the hoth of
them along to live With him happily eber
nfter,
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As she was speaking thus to
herself and finishing off the
beans, suddenly she
thought they all turned into
little baby boys, jumping
and writhing about. She
was so startled and afraid
that she shook out her
apron, in which they all lay.

Into a big bowl of water
with which she was going
to wash the beans. And
then she hid her head in
her apron so as not to see

what happened, and after
a while she looked out

from under her apron and

looked at the bowl., and

there were all the little
boys.

She showed her husband
when he came home.
"We have always wanted a
boy, and here we have one.”
50 they dressed him up and
he learned to talk. but he
never grew any bigger their
thumbs; and so they called
him Thumbkin.
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But at last the paunch of the wolf was slit open, and Thumbkin jumped out and went
to his mother. She cleansed and dressed him in new clothes. They sat down to supper
as happy as could be.



ErasmustJean Monnet Hctions Program

The Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Actions program plays a crucial
role in advancing knowledge and awareness of the European
Union (EU) by integrating EU studies into higher education
curricula worldwide. Through Modules, Chairs, and Centers
of Excellence, this initiative provides numerous benefits to
students, educators, and academic institutions.

One of the key benefits of Jean Monnet Modules is their flexibility
and accessibility. These short teaching programs allow
universities to introduce EU-related subjects in a way that
aligns with their existing curricula. By offering multidisciplinary
perspectives, the Modules ensure that students from diverse
academic backgrounds—such as law, political science,
economics, and international relations—gain valuable insights
into EU policies, governance, and global influence.

Universities benefit from the Jean Monnet Actions by enhancing
their academic reputation and international collaboration.
The establishment of Centers of Excellence fosters research
synergies, supports interdisciplinary studies, and strengthens
institutional ties with universities worldwide. Additionally,
by encouraging transnational activities, the program helps
institutions build connections with policy-makers, think tanks,
and international organizations, ensuring that research
findings contribute to real-world decision-making.

Beyond academia, the program strengthens EU-global
relations by promoting awareness and informed discussions on
European integration, governance, and policies. By equipping
students with specialized knowledge and analytical skills, Jean
MonnetActions contributeto careerdevelopmentindiplomacy,
international organizations, and public administration.

:***: Co-funded by
L the European Union
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